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Introduction to ‘C’ Language - Module 2 

 

Structure of a C Program 

 
A C program is typically organized into several sections, each serving a specific 
purpose and contributing to the proper execution of the program. Here are the 
six basic sections: 
 
1. Documentation Section 
2. Preprocessor Section 
3. Definition Section 
4. Global Declaration Section 
5. Main() Function 
6. Sub Programs 
 
 
 
 

Detailed Explanation of Each Section 
 
1. Documentation Section 
This section includes comments that provide information about the program, 
such as the program's purpose, author, date of creation, and any other relevant 
details. Comments help in understanding and maintaining the code. 
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Example: 
 
 
 

2. Preprocessor Section 
The preprocessor section includes directives that are processed by the 
preprocessor before the actual compilation begins. This section typically includes 
file inclusions, macro definitions, and conditional compilation instructions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Definition Section 
This section contains symbolic constants and macro definitions that are used 
throughout the program. These definitions help to make the code more readable 
and maintainable. 
 
 
 

4. Global Declaration Section 
The global declaration section includes declarations of global variables and 
function prototypes. Global variables are accessible throughout the entire 
program, and function prototypes provide information about the functions used 
in the program. 
 
E 
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5. Main() Function 
The main function is the entry point of every C program. It is where the 
execution of the program begins. The main function typically includes variable 
declarations, input/output operations, and calls to other functions. 
 
 

6. Sub Programs 
Sub programs, also known as user-defined functions, perform specific tasks 
within the program. They are defined after the main function and can be called 
from within the main function or other functions. Sub programs help in 
modularizing the code and promoting code reuse. 
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Complete Example in Turbo C 
 


